THEMISTOCLES
he was commander of the army, that was not reasonable. "Simon-
ides, you would be no good poet if you wrote false measure, nor
should I be a good magistrate if for favor I made false law." And
at another time, laughing at Simonides, he said, that he was a man of
little judgment to speak against the Corinthians, who were inhabit-
ants of a great city, and to have his own picture drawn so often,
having so ill-looking a face.
Gradually growing to be great, and winning- the favor of the people,
he at last gained the day with his faction over that of Aristides, and
procured his banishment by ostracism. When the king of Persia was
now advancing against Greece, and the Athenians were in consulta-
tion who should be general, and many withdrew themselves of their
own accord, being terrified with the greatness of the danger, there
was one Epicydes, a popular speaker, son to Euphemides a man of
elegant tongue, but of a faint heart, and a slave to riches, who was
desirous of the command, and was looked upon to be in a fair way
to carry it by the number of votes; but Themistocles, fearing that, if
the command should fall into such hands, all would be lost, bought ofl
Epicydes and his pretensions, it is said, for a sum of money.
When the king of Persia sent messengers into Greece, with an
interpreter, to demand earth and water, as an acknowledgment of sub-
jection, Themistocles, by the consent of the people, seized upon the
interpreter, and put him to death, for presuming to publish the bar-
barian orders and decrees in the Greek language; this is one of the
actions he is commended for, as also for what he did to Arthmius of
Zelea, who brought gold from the king of Persia to corrupt the
Greeks, and was, by an order from Themistocles, degraded and dis-
franchised, he and his children and his posterity; but that which most
of all redounded to his credit was, that he put an end to all the civil
wars of Greece, composed their differences, and persuaded them to lay
aside all enmity during the war with the Persians; and in this great
work, Chileus the Arcadian was, it is said, of great assistance to him.
Having taken upon himself the command of the Athenian forces,
he immediately endeavored to persuade the citizens to leave the city,
and to embark upon their galleys, and meet with the Persians at a
great distance from Greece; but many being against this, he led a
large force, together with the Lacedemonians, into Tempe, that in
this pass they might maintain the safety of Thessally, which had not
as yet declared for the king; but when they returned without per-
forming anything, and it was known that not only the Thessalians,
but all as far as Bceotia, was going over to Xerxes, then the Atheni-
ans more willingly hearkened to the advice of Themistocles to fight
by sea, and sent him with a fleet to guard the straits of Artemisium.
When then contingents met here, the Greeks would have the Lace-
daemonians to command, and Eurybiades to be their admiral; but the